Past and Present of Prince Edward Island





Introduction to Index








This history was published in 1907, under the advisory editorship of the Hon. D. A. MacKinnon and the Hon. A. B. Warburton, and was published by the B. F. Bowen & Co.  Unfortunately, an alphabetical index was not included in the publication.





It should be noted that the initiation and publication of this history extended over more than a year, and that care should be taken with the use of “current dates.”





It should also be noted that the sketches of “representative men and families of the Island” were subscribed for, and required payment, for inclusion in these volumes.





In the Foreword it states: “Each biographical sketch in the book has been submitted to the person interested for correction and approval, and therefore errors of fact, if there be any, are due solely to the person for whom the sketch was prepared.”  Even though this be true, there are still many errors contained in many sketches, in particular spellings of names.  The Indexer has tried to cite the spellings given, although in some cases two spellings of the same name were contained within a sketch.  In those cases the most common spelling was used.





The normal problems occurred with spelling of names that started with “Mc” or “Mac.”  It should be noted that within a sketch a name like McDonald might be printed “McDonald”, “MacDonald”, or “Macdonald”.





Sometimes it was very obvious that names were spelled incorrectly, so the index should also be searched on a phonetic basis for various spellings.





Sometimes the given names of female children were not provided in the sketch, and the name was listed among the children, as, e.g., Kennedy Sketch, “Mrs. W. G. Distant.”  The index will show the name as “Kennedy, Mrs. W. G. Distant” and also as Distant, W. G.” to assist the researcher.





All names cited in a sketch are included in the Index with the applicable page number.  In doing research, review all of the entries for the name being researched as some sketches (even of the same families) contain more/different information of early history of that family.





There are 12,376 entries in this index.





Also included is a list of immigrant ships mentioned, the year of arrival, and the applicable page number.








