The Cost of Extending Lines and Installing a Phone in 1927!

In 1927, a gentleman in Wheatley River, P. E. I. contacted Northern Electric in
Halifax, requesting a quote on materials required for an extension of the lines to
his home.

These were ordered and the telephone was apparently was installed in early
1928. It was too late for him to be included in that year's Directory, but he did
have a copy of it, and was included in the 1929 and later directories, so this
appears to confirm that he installed the line and phone that year.

This quote was for a one mile extension of the line, as noted at the top of page 2
of the quote. The usual spacing between poles in those days was 150 feet, which
would mean 36 poles. Since 80 brackets were quoted, and it took 2 per pole,
that would have been enough for just about a mile. Therefore that it must have
been approximately one mile from his home to the end of the nearest operational
line.

| have a number of this gentleman's phone bills and toll tickets - in 1948 he was
paying $1.50 a month for his phone service - by 1955, inflation had struck, and
he was paying $2.35 monthly.

What follows is the response to his query from Northern Electric, including cost of
wires, insulators, and everything including the phone:
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Mr, Low has asked us to &ilve
you some priees on Pelephonea, and we are therefore
abtaching a list showing your cost f.o0.b. Halifax

on telephones, $elephone wire and other telophone

aquipment.

of thig meterial can be
ghipped immediately from Hallfax stoek, and i there
13 any informatlicn we can give you on the construation
of your line, we would he very glad to hear from you.

Yours truly,

WHC : I




WRINDU LI MADRRILL . Apedd 15, 1pRY
RUTRARID AUAMTOIND AMD PUEORU
]?GR IBU;!::)IM C,ER MILE Op POLY LINE

MATHALY, QUARNTSY G IID PRIOH

g/g'"al Bd'l Iram wﬂlﬁmﬂ Hi'® snvnpep 3% X1 P P vagt he.
%

xdx il 0“ mﬂ" T2 R Y TR PN ‘errevapsAnasines Dy s
BoMale 3%a0] 3plioing 1080 seensvnuse ®rnegrncawninnre Ge 0
D ARilR sevvcvnvsnisivionennsudinannontes I reesvrvavennve Bl ClhEe
HoLEl serpavvrnnsnasrvnisvensrouyuniven ibae ssnnsbansvaessre Go00 -O1by
b Foxyr Olase Tasulators vst1vredenesenaas araNpRSBE NP IO .23 [+ ™

Muh shipping welght of one mile line matorisl ag abova « &0 1bg.

. 4bove prioa om Iren Wire i@ for mmall quantitiots uwua. whu w1l
qwm wiere ¥ miley ox wres ol Line ia belug builte 330 lbs

roxinatoly exagt quentlty required oy L mile wetaliic Glﬂi‘u&!n & :l.z.tth

tru shonld be num m- togy waRte, 9%g., mol to Hake surs onough L@ on

t M

L POR_IHRTALLING Badil TRIAIONN GBR
A2 | SEMRIET ARIED ...........mm

1 M i’l' AJATC sernavssivravirensan 3 Luds then | S, .nm
- ¢ AT hh ’ 5“0‘?@3‘--..0:0‘ II.

ghiningmmm %G"B -._la&-b-.oanu'-o_t. i1 Tess M 10 vrruwns u L]
20 ang OF sreeyeenn [ BRe

orshern Eﬂaﬂk}ﬁllﬂ mﬂl‘iﬂﬂ rEBeLpaNTEa Ny 3 LeBa. m wreiwnsy 5Ta

. Wh 'G" " by IRSL08 Wire T TYTTET M Shanssrranvany h"ﬁ Uﬂ-
atzlo Wpw @ ( 331‘0! WAN® ¢sdrsnesan ‘009 sRRAREIERREREYS Engg

28 Buvaialtlon m . tabtlnnuo-u-u.uu- 2060 susurvenntonsrs II-% Gﬂ.

Iron Groumd Rod 6% x-8 By ezsvawuvavey PR Y T T T YT un B85 O
1/2 m;m Wﬂﬂllﬂl mﬁﬂll FdsaamERE RS SRR PEAPRETIB LR “w G‘
« 3% Fiat Hoad M “' sEFsaSBuuRey 4 RN AIRE RSNy nm, 08

Haks Inaulated T IYI L ILIL dnbmhranvensony [y

w8

Forsaialn Tahas i!" ERTENS R ORI RETRRY WEENRREABANA S by 2. b
Pahaestook ﬂwm nmantm {Iran o Gopper) B NrREREIRE RSN B 25 ens

Ayproximate mwm" wWalght one tolephoie end sguemB@iep ag shove « B0 1bg,

Above prices are’ mat f.0.bs Hd ifux, sales t&x inaiwied, mublest te
obangs withong noﬂann Shlgaent oo o nids leRediately fron Holifex stooks

We hars haipad hmrdn o2 pueal Telaphone Uumpponfos to builé snd cperats

;Iuguatm Aioon. interamting hooklets and valuable Anformaticn fiwe
or the

» mua nm whan ordaring; nevor foil %o glve ontalogvs mwmbaey
u'hen wuﬁnt wnen o mmm Be%n give the roa& anoo of ths Ringer

zdn sanned find taho s nmbay whiob 1e GeERelly < o the inglde
he doar, If o Lave n g0% onp 1nhn gatilogue aend :or one postoge
rﬂrlﬂ'

INPORTANY! Oive mms of Company, naas and Gddrsss of Bagrotary and be
sure o give the name of Rajlyoad Station %o whioh material is to be shipped,

mammn RII-IU"’IIG CONZANY LIMITHR .




1317 Phone As Quoted Above

The Telephone on P.E.I. - http://lwww.islandregister.com/phones/phones.html



